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LOS ANGELES COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION RECOGNIZES

 SCHOOLS FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
2009 SPARC Award Received by Options for Youth– Victor Valley 
and Options for Youth– San Gabriel Public Charter Schools
PASADENA, Calif. (March 25, 2009) – The counseling departments of Options for Youth-San Gabriel Public Charter School and the Options for Youth – Victor Valley Public Charter School recently submitted a Support Personnel Accountability Report Card (SPARC) to the Los Angeles County Office of Education for award consideration.  

SPARCs were submitted from 236 schools throughout the State of California.  Seventy-three awards were given.  The Options for Youth Charters received Academy Awards.  This recognition is given to schools that successfully submit an approved SPARC for 2 consecutive years.

The SPARC, as it is commonly known, is a public document modeled after the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) and completed annually by schools nationwide.  The SPARC is a continuous improvement document that gives school counseling programs and student support teams an opportunity to demonstrate effective communication and a commitment to getting results.  It allows school counseling programs an opportunity to spotlight student outcomes based on collaborative efforts between school staff, families, volunteers, and the community.

The SPARC integrates the National Standards for School Counseling Programs.  Award-winning support programs must show positive student results in academic, personal/social, and career domains.  The Los Angeles County Office of Education’s Guidance Advisory Network developed the SPARC seven years ago.  This group is composed of counselors, counselor educators, administrators, and consultants from the State Department of Education.

There are five required sections to the SPARC that include:  Principal’s comments, student support team, school climate of safety, student results, and community partnerships.  A strict rubric is utilized to help trained practitioners grade each SPARC and a high score is required to win the award. 

“Options for Youth is dedicated to results-based comprehensive guidance and providing support services for middle and high school students and their families.” said  Kathy Elderson, Options for Youth Lead Counselor.  “The Options for Youth counseling department will continue to demonstrate the ability to implement the National Standards for School Counseling Programs through the development and publication of a SPARC.”     

“This exemplary work shows that Options for Youth school counseling and all student support services are credible and an integral part of the total educational system”.

#  # #
About Options for Youth:  Options for Youth was founded in 1987 to provide quality educational services to thousands of at-risk students, primarily ethnic minority and low-income teenagers, pursuing academic recovery so that they can stay in school, continue their education, and earn high school diplomas. Changes in society, in the family unit and in the workplace have spurred the need for and growth of innovative instructional programs such as charter schools to meet the diverse educational needs and lifestyles of students, particularly in urban centers. For more information: www.ofy.org
